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him could not be cured by any means then known
to medical art. Tl^ practice of bleeding, which by
many persons w/*a thought to have killed him, was
then so widely used that his doctors would have been
censured if they had omitted it. Sixty years later it
was still in use, and no one can doubt that it de-
prived Italy's great statesman of his chance of living.
The premonition of Washington on his first seizure
with the quinsy that the end had come proved fa-
tally true.

The news of Washington's death did not reach
the capital until Wednesday, December i8th. The
House immediately adjourned. On the following
day, when it reassembled, John Marshall delivered
a brief tribute and resolutions were passed to attend
the funeral and to pay honor " to the memory of the
Man, first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts
of his countrymen.** The immortal phrase was by
Colonel Henry Lee, the father of General Robert E.
Lee. President Adams, in response to a letter from
the Senate of the United States, used the less happy
phrase, "If a Trajan found a Pliny, a Marcus Au-
relius can never want biographers, eulogists, or his-

torians/1

During the days immediately following Washing-
ton's death, preparations were made at Mount Ver-
non for the funeral. They sent to Alexandria for ahe quinsy sore throat which killedatim. not let my body bed ar^d endeav* was a hard taskmaster, not
